In 2008, 201 companies authorized to operate on electronic communications market
(Press release)
Throughout 2008, the National Regulatory Agency for Electronic Communications and Information Technology (ANRCETI) authorized 201 companies to provide electronic communications networks and services. Relative to 2007, the number of companies, authorized in 2008, declined by 26,6%. By the end of 2008 the total number of companies authorized by ANRCETI was 1209.

The Agency specialists account for such a situation by the modification applied last year to the authorization procedure. In the timeframe January 1 – June 10 2008, the Agency granted, just like in the previous years, , licenses for four types of activity, in compliance with the legislation in force: fixed and mobile telephony, informatics, radio and television stations – a total of 152 licenses for 139 companies. Once the modifications to the Law on Regulating Entrepreneurial Activity by Licensing no.451-XV of 30.07.2001 became effective after June 10, 2008, the Agency started issuing licenses only for two types of information technology activities: (i) automated informational resources and systems of state interest; (ii) software, equipment and information systems of state interest. So, in the timeframe June 10 – December 31 2008, the Agency issued such licenses for 14 companies.

Later on, beginning with September 15, 2008, once the general authorization regime entered in force, as provided for by the Law on Electronic Communications no. 241-XVI of 15.11.2007, the agency authorized, under the new regime, 48 companies to provide electronic communications networks and services. Their absolute majority - 40 companies – were granted the right to provide public electronic communications services, 21 – Internet access services, 13 - audiovisual programs, the rest - data transmission services, telephony and leased lines services.

The new general authorization regime substantially reduced costs incurred by persons willing to operate on the electronic communications market. Previously licenses per type of activity were granted by the Agency against a fixed fee and for 5-year timeframes, whereas the general authorization is not time-limited and is free of charge. The regime requires that persons intending to provide public electronic communications networks and services need to submit a notification to the Agency, informing of such an intension, at least 7 days before launching the operation. Once the notification was received, the Agency will issue a standard informative declaration, within 7 days of notification, to confirm that the notification was received and the provider was registered in the Public Register of electronic Communications Networks and Service Providers. 

As provided by the legislation in force, the Agency may issues, at the request of authorized electronic communications networks and services providers, licenses for the use of numbering resources, radio frequencies and channels. Detailed information on this and other aspects of electronic communications market regulation will be available in the Report on Agency Activity for 2008, planned to be made publicly available before the end of April. 
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